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Continued from the last newsletter

This text is from an undated, unsigned, handwritten document found in our files. We believe it was written by Bob Eschbach, one
of the founders of the museum. It has been typed exactly as written with only abbreviations expanded, and the spelling of names
corrected. When there is a question mark in this document it was in the original. Grammar and missing words have not been coz-
rected. Museum history documents often contradict each other.
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Discussed name change from Union Gap Agricultural Museum Association to Central Washington Agricultural
Museum

Name officially changed

Boise Cascade offered Orr’s steam engine. (Was in
Naches box factory during WW 1I)

Kiwanis Club of Union Gap grant for electrical
service in shop building

Olga and Lloyd Cline donated 1/2 the amount to
build 2nd building

2nd. building “Cline” completed

Tieton canal section brought to museum

Hank and Emma Neumeister offered to get
windmill (40 foot) and put it over a 1000-gallon
tank.Later they drilled a well.

Neumeisters purchased the windmill in Rosalia, WA
Prancis Feser began construction of a shelter over

Boise-Cascade display. City budgeted costs of The sign in the photo has the original name of the museum, as noted

rest room. in the museum’s history. This is one of the museum’s first displays -
Del and Dorothy Zirkle’s 50th anniversary. the Orr steam engine - donated by Boise Cascade, now housed in the
?? 3rd. building completed (William Magness) first building visitors see upon entering the museum.

Al Berndt asked about locating his gas engine at
museum. Farm Equipment Club considered
moving to Ag Museum.

Staked out windmill site

Windmill delivered

Well drilled 92 feet deep

? Old Gas Engine Club

Bids buildings 4 - 5. 1st. 4-wheel lo-boy trailer acquired.
Started 3rd building;

John Hodkinson Sr. leveled sites for building, City of Union
Gap asked to use trailer occasionally.

Equipment Club still interested in moving to museum site
George Hirahara donated 25 HP Fairbanks-Morse 1 cylinder
engine. The Agricultural Museum began in an empty
Discussed getting stones from Cowiche Canyon school. field with a dedicated group of volunteers
Received courthouse bell.
Wilber Campbell staked out walking paths. Euclid Gamache donated courthouse bell.
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Salvaged barn boards from stagecoach stop in upper Wenas. Worked with D.O.T. on directional signs. Memorial
established “Bertha Farmer”

Discussed Chuck Ericksen building. Mentioned office building.

Got power poles from trolley. Ericksen building, Lila Miller building, Eschbach building. Established Tuesday as
workday.

Lila Miller trust $10.000. Lorene Petrie building,

Six buildings now completed. Sewer and water lines brought in.

Cascade electric to put 3-phase electricity to Miller building # 6

Union Gap school portable classroom available

Completed entry. Electricity installed in all 6 buildings.

Seeded lawn. Sprinkler system donated by Akland Irrigation. Centennial Project discussed.

Nob Hill Grange building. Moved Union Gap school modular. Now our permanent meeting room. Completed pathway.
Flagpole funded by County Centennial Committee $500. Installed telephone, restrooms and kitchen in administration
building. Asphalt pathway.

Magness donated $3000.00 to start construction of display room for his tool collection. Gravel applied to pathways
on hill. 2600 feet. Added water and telephone to administration building. Started on first display building in second
circle. We may soon add buildings 8-9-10. Centennial funding for gazebo on hold.

Plumbing and electricity for restroom and kitchen. Magness tool room addition sheetrocked.

Union Gap Lions selected Ag Museum as their official home. Meeting 1st and 3rd. Mondays.

Dedicated Magness addition, kitchen, restroom which was funded in part by the Nob Hill Grange and Lions. Hillside
pathways asphalted. Funded by issuing $500.00 non-interest bearing, no maturity date notes. May try to relieve 2 a
year. Emma Neumeister established an endowment in memory of her late husband Hank Neumeister.

Nature trails established.

We got listed in AAA 1990 tour book. Neumeister endowment $3500. 00

donation. Evans Land Leveling developed parking east of administration

building. Hosted (May 4) Washington Museum Association. Started storage

building 30x60 and display garage (memorial for Craig Eschbach).

Building 8 Lorene Petrie. Dwight Hanson did survey of museum.

Eagle Scout project Clifford Bishop planted trees. Hosted meeting at

Central Washington Museum.

Farm Equipment Club held show

in Fullbright Park. Ted Falk

memorial constructed by Arnold

Thomas. Dedicated by Masonic

Lodge. Gladys Uecker built

building, RSVP thru November

30, 1991 - 15,444 miles, 5004

hours.

(The end of this document, but definitely

NOT the end of the museum history)

Photos show the 40-foot windmill being assembled and installed at the museum
in the summer of 1985. Purchased by Hank and Emma Neumeister in

Rosalia, WA, the windmill was delivered on August 3 and placed over a
1,000-gallon tank, with a well drilled later.
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Shadows Playground: Where History Meets Wagging Tails

Visitors to the Ag Museum love more than just the tractors—many bring
their own dogs hoping to play with our four-legged ambassador, Shadow! As
Jerry’s loyal sidekick, Shadow is always ready to greet guests, share a sniff, and
romp around with new friends. In fact, some regulars don’t even say hello—
they just ask, “Can Shadow come out to play?” This edition, we’re celebrating
Shadow and his many museum playmates with a special photo feature. We
couldn’t use every photo, but we made sure the stars of the show are front
and center!

Treats after a hike up the Tiny friend Ford is ready
ridge to run!

Shadow and Walen

Let’s g0 play Aiden! Flex & Shadow getting to know a Resting after a hard enioy. a summer
goplay | new friend day of play day in the sun

RIP Charlie

Shadow sharing his Sylvester asked Ace & Shadow play
water bowl with Jerry Shadow if he could come out and play keep-away

CWAM Featured in New Book: “100 Things to Do in
Washington State Before You Die.”

We’re excited to share some great news! The Cen-
tral Washington Agricultural Museum has been featured
in the brand-new book “100 Things to Do in Washing-
ton State Before You Die” by Gina Tarnacki, published
by Reedy Press.

Not only is the Ag Museum included in this in-
spiring guide, it’s also part of the special itinerary titled
“The Farming Way of Life in Central Washington,”
which highlights the rich agricultural heritage of our re-
gion. We’re honored to be recognized alongside another
Union Gap favorite—Los Hernandez Tamales.

This is a great read for both locals and visitors who
want to experience the best of Washington State. You
can purchase your copy online at Reedy Press.
https://teedypress.com/

We’re proud to represent Union Gap and Central
Washington in this exciting new publication!















